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promised to reside in the well for ever. The worshippers
throw in water, flowers, and other things as presents
to him, the result is that the stench is one peculiar to
the sacred city, and not soon forgotten. Of late the
authorities have attempted to lessen the evil by partially
covering it over, A draught of its water is said to
secure the salvation of the recipient.

Next in importance to the temple of Bisheshwar is
that of Annapurna, a form of Durga. Under orders
from her husband she feeds the inhabitants of the city.
When Benares was first inhabited, Annapurna found
her work difficult. Ganga came to her relief, and
promised that if she would give food, she would supply
water. In honour of this goddess poor people are fed,
a handful of grain being given to as many as the donor
can afford. Near by there is an ample supply of beggars
waiting to receive the gifts.

Near the temple of Annapurna is the temple of Sakhi-
binaik; the deity who keeps a record of the pilgrims'
names who enter the city and march along the road
which encircles it. This is generally visited as they are
about to return home.

About a mile from the temple of Bisheshwar is that
of Bhaironath, the magistrate of Benares. It is his
duty to keep the peace of the city, and to prevent the
entrance of evil spirits. It is through his help that
those who go to Benares to end their days, obtain salva-
tion. His image is made of stone, with a silver face,
and represents him with his cudgel in hand. His vahan
or vehicle was a dog, a representative of which is placed
near the image.

The Mankarnika well is one of the greatest attractions
of Benares, and is amongst the first places visited by
pilgrims. Its filthy water is regarded as efficacious in